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Ir khee I-E'«'In,l roam, walli painted & meaty

alive hrown help ground the vibrant uphalstery
and rug. FURRITURE The Be ir.'::rll.:lu l"'ll'rlﬂ-
sofa was custom-made, The fauteuils are

in thee Louis KW atyle. & cusbom Chrisfaphar
Spitzmiller lamp sils atop a late Goerglan
mahogany Pembroke table, frem Cheistie’s,
HY L, Fanmics Riviore's Enchanlde calbon
cowvers the sofa pillaws in Minan Lafetas,

all frem Brumschwig & Fils. PATHT Bomjamin
Mcare s Brawn Tar oua & hxlll\-m"'
deslgn from the estate of Batsay Cushing
Whitnay. bought sk Setkaby's, MY




TODD ROMANO USED INTENSE
COLORS—LUSH MOROCCAN

RED, ELEGANT OLIVE BROWN, CREAMY
YELLOW-TO GIVE A SENSE OF DEPTH
TO THE LOW-CEILINGED ROOMS

OF THE OLD HOUSE. WHITE TRIM
STRENGTHENS THE YERTICALS AND
GIVES THE DECOR A MODERN PUNCH

s heauriful as an interior may be, it can’ ring rrue
a5 a home if the m;-:'|||,1;.,:1|;'5 pq':;:ru1.||ir_1.' 15
nowhere to be found. In the Hitle cottage that interior
designer Todd Romano boughe in opstare New York and
revived affer decades of spotty mamtenamee, s personality
iz writ lange. Born and bred in San Anronio, Bomano, who
runs Tosdd Abexander Komano Antiques and Decoration in
Moo Yook Cany, has the big enthusiasm and down-1o earth
ease of & lexan fused with the educated, well honed taste of
an urbanite, e appreaticed with lepeadary designer Mano
Buarra.} Thar ease, and a refined eve for the play af surface,
scale, and color, tumed the howse it a retrear ar onee cozy
and elegant—and peppered with the wit and whimsy of
Bomano's many collections.
TR interior 15 plmaost bio
praphical. "The stors of iy
life,” he calls the reading room.
[he snag rhamber is lined with
hwsnikes amad eramamned with tam
iby photos, pictures fespecially
of dogs, and best if they'ee
ahachsbnands, ke his per, Missyd,
ard ofibeat mementos such as
an gighreenth-century French
gilt bromee dog and a plastic
Buzz Lightyear ol
Elsewhere in the house, inner-
ezl wath the fine cghreenth
l.'i'l'l“ll'll-' Continental furmiture
and Fhail11i:1;|!ﬁ_ there are coral
atxd seazhells that be hus ool
lected sinee bovhood, eccon-
i Staffoedshire china animals
and figurines (a passion also
Emndled in childhossd), and ar
by Andy Warhol, Joscf Albers,
and Alex Licherman, That art entranced Bomanso as a kid in
the rgoes, whwn his mother allowed his first foray mee deco
rarion, beeving hiem do his bedronm in a black-and-white motE,
-u'rn'n;'-lrn_' waih a chear |1||'|'|:|.'-I!|'| chair and a klack .',1:'.-E||:-|'r.1j'|-

tain's desk. *I'm sure she regretred it later,” he says )

1wao years ago, secking a change of pace from the
E [u.llll MLCks I'"|:'I1t & EH.'.\_I.-I.'I'J I\I.I-:'a'.- I'II..' }i.':‘.b. -'Ill||'| Ll'.‘l,' [L CiHNEE &
rorint wiven yvou'se over it} Romiano sougli II.'I‘IIJJ::I.' in the
posteard precoy halls of the TTadson Valley, where he'd often
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antigqued and visined friends
Mear Millbrook he found s
small house built in stages
(habi 13 cighteenth century,
the addivion carly ninerecnthy
and surrounded by ovengroan
fary-tale gardens. Faty peoany
bushes, old specimen Trecs,
aml a bong, FANEY ETApEe artsor
had been planted decades ear
lier and bett scindy po their owen
deviees, Inside, the hoose was
equally well conceived, but
unkempt. "It needed a good
paiol job,” savs Roemanda, T8
readly oo paint joda.”

Laying down a gol toun
dation of color and light is
Eomanos credo as o decors
tog. “With clents,” he says, =1
spendd most of my time work-
ing on the background: walls,
windows, flones, and hasic scaring, People ger wrapped up
in aityects, bur then there's nor a comifortabic chair in che
hoapse,” Thar wasn't going to happen here, Romana hroughs
in painrers for frve weeks of base laving before decorane
painters arrived 1o glage the walls in deep Morocean red, an
elepant olive brown, and creamy vellow, White trim gave the
aald bt a4 a'l"nl'.:-. minichera ranc h. Heeanse ehe |1!. e has giach
| |':-:||:1:;l|q._ Homano used intense codor tor degrh, and ronal
stripes o create a sense of height. “Stuengthening the verti
cals with paint is easy and effective,” he s

Lpstairs, he gave color a differcor span. Lo the master Bud-
row, ssft creams anl pale boowns downplay the smalloess of
the iowam; ae i e st pocwn, e covered nealy every spuare nch
in blue-and-white fabric. (He discovered the Porthault pais

ley in thie Pars shop's archives and had it resurmectiod The rio

UNCONVYENTIONAL COMBINATIONS
SET THE TOME IN A HOUSE FILLED WITH
WHIMSY AND SURPRISE

This house domansirates a highly persoral v of colas

I'l::ll'l'l'\lil'li"r: the sharil I'_-_|'\_- bald with the cor ki h‘

mibed. The resull is an wncontrived home whoere comfort
and colloctions are paramount. A series of difforent but
earplementary atmospheres enlarges the space.

# Tha living room’s olive brown wall is & stark but effectiva
eonbrast ko Warkol's Marilin. The resulting bension
hixightens the arl’s impact, yet i@ still feels at ane with the
docor bacause the colors in the blue lama base, blue

and ccher cushions, Black beguer Labile, and red accents
ore all derived from the Warkhol

Bl s, bard bhe cordret of texlures bobwoon the
brown volvot sofs pnd the lpcousr wall fineah makes the
combination work

-HAATIN EFHSOH AND TOM HELME, FARRDW & DAL

TRADE SECRETS

Todd Remano gives visual inferest bo the small LY
rﬂ.’ll‘L:nll.' F G E.':f repealing Clarenco Heusto's k
Draperie print in Brun on the bed, wnlls, and

pillews, FurkITURE The Louls XY davhad

I fram & Pasia lloa market, aa & the Br avineial

Louis &Y prayer chalr, now covered in custom-
d:.rnd Hermai leather, ACCENTS L.prnp h:.l Cadric
Hartrman. & Tth-cenbury Japanese lacquered
tray rests on the bed. A dachahund lowear,
Ramiana [EIRLTEY with i awn p-it. Hil..'l..l,. |1IJH'|'..






MOTE THE TACTICAL USE OF

COLOR: MUTED HUES IN THE SUN
ROOM, A SPACE FILLED WITH LIGHT
AMD GREEMERY, A RIOT OF BLUE
AND WHITE MASKING THE ODD
CONTOURS OF THE GUEST ROOM

Like mowt decorators, Bomano svors o good pedigres. He
hought at auetion a sealprural side table depacting a moor,
el later learned it hud bebonged oo the stvlish ambassador’s
wifie Evangeline Bruce and had done duty in ber Colefax and
Fowler Georgetown home, (*Oh, goody!™ he concluded. ) A
woal gehra-srriped rug in the living room is one that the
lamed decorating firm Parish-1 [:Il.||n:'.' mmude for clieniz—in
thiz case, the philanthopist Betsey Cushing Whitney,

For Romanao, the mass importint aspect of his interios is

a?

=

=

thar things be unusu al and, ideally, o little quirky Thar's
where, he admits, having a lome decor shop cam be an ooy
pational harard. Rare objecm —such ax a detasled, pre—Civil
destined lor the shop
became hard ro pare with, He hong it with a Gova-esgue

War pamting of a black woman

painting of o Caribbean group, his "fake Borhko,” anmd
eighteenth-century French pieces in the foyer. Fortunately

for Romanao and his friends, his occupational hazard makes
for a howse that 15 a home—aone trly full of character,. T

Mary Talbet s o Mew York-basad writer and editor,

of pattern detracts from the low garrer ceilimgs and “oovers
a maltitwde of stng,” Romano savs pokingly

A for the comnfy part of the equation, each Areplace &
Hlanked h:.'1 |::h:.' [INL AT ! chalgs —ing !r.hl'_q r:-nL'l g —mph as the
~J|.|:I|H.'J cleair b (omume] ot @ Parss Des ouacket g I\J|J:.Ll.l\.:'|-'.1.'l.""."d
M a vintage “it Y chinr=" He was rlﬁrd it Phe .:nrr|r.-i'r-
-l|1ult-|.-1.| Stark canpet an the Ebeaiy by his friend the lags C 2
Chuesr, *Tt won't show paw prines,” she said, and adds a warm
padette underfoor. *There's o nice dichotony” savs Romana,

“herween the old beamed mom
nel the funky and fun camer FRAO N SR
HEjld E I 10k TRrl s
Ll Patiorn [s a pankec in o puest

Komang iz all wbowot
dichoromy: “I'm a g bebicver in
mixing things up—eighteenth-,

mineteenth-, and mad-racntieth-

Fesaem, Bbove. Fansrcd Walls
ard bed ukirt are dons i
Brura .'!'I'h'lu & Fili's Therawe

cotton Liv EMS Pediley sheels

century hurmituse and are.” he B
"1 didd it in 1|.l:|.1.1|:1 1A my TN
I'm yeung and want the place to
ook young, not like my grand
parents” house,™ A prime cxample
of rhe dic !'.u_-.r.._ul.lg,- % the liv
ing room, where Warhal's eye-
popping Marifyr tendes sear a
17oos Italian wliegorical peinting
and a chareoal by Vin Diay Truex,
thiz pemaos design divec tor bebind
Tiffany & Co.'s postwar succoss.

o

eirdlomemade by Poflhaull,
Coveriat by Schwitzor,
MY, runmi TURE The patie
ix furnished with vintage
rattarm snd bamboo pieces
TabLEwauE The table s ast
with a cloth by Porthault,
winmlage Uedie Tha s F||.1 low,
and skerling by T amy.

The ‘;.Il paa and Jap eupa
are brom Hudsom, Y

Hiri bl e .ill.lll:.. ST E R,

poa hach of beok
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